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FtVE QUESTIONS AND A STACK OF BOOKS; 
REMEDIATION FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 



^i'^/v^iWhen^iri^lAi^Mal;. 1983 the National Commission on Excellence in; Education warned that a "rising tide of 
mediocrity v >. >V threatens our very future as a nation and people/' the College Skills Program at Burlington* 
County College was already in its fourth year of a curriculum designed explicitly to reverse that tide ^1^ 
national commission, from the beginning we had Seen the problem in a political context. Students who can't and 
don't read and % write cannot participate effectively in at democratic society; a ration; thus undermined from within 
can no longer function effectively in the global community. Therefore we designed a developmental skills pro* 
gram in reading and writing with a special kind of social science course as* the core-a course spedfitcdly directed 
toward educating students for participation in a democratic society and 4 a global vifcgeV- ;Tlus. course is Social Sci- 
ence 100: '"America in the World/'. ■ 

• * In content/ the courseSis about the twentieth century. But it dpesfnot ^ss facts, names, 'or dates; these 
are learned, but only indkect^^The focus is on reading, thinldng, questionmg 

helped to find themsdv^s in thiM^tury^ A message! is conveyed: /Tom mMsV learn wha( has happened in yourcen- 
tiiry. You must become familiar with nt, decade by decade: not the dates of battles- qr ^ 

■ over which people have been struggling. You must learn it -with a scope that is worldwide, and with a mind- thift is xrfm. 
i:::Jh&.cenfo^^<ftfv become a s part of you, must become like secorid nature. : Open bopks,\and begin to read. Piece* things tor 

• gether. Add it up: You are the: ftdufe'."' >; ; , r ;;y.' '' V ; : . ' ■ ' '.. /• :;. : %;: V\ : ■ '"■ 

/ V The central mission of Social Science 100 is to transform student attitude, td^ stimulate in^iury. "The 
j^versity," M^o Savio wrote from Berkeley m w;here 'people.begin. seriously to question the 

conditions of their existence and raise th6 issue of whe^ 

. born into." Tree inquiry, putting the fixed ideas of childhood before the scrutiny of sdentific examination, is the 
soul of the Tuniversity community. And for niilUons of students the comrw 

sity cdiiununity Jor their first two years. The underlying commitment of higher educatioii to inquiry gives it a 
very .^erferit. bent from schools. VHie chaihge is difficult to grasp, especially for^ ther student who is 

1 not used ko-reading and writing, activities that are like, breathing in.jand breathing out in the^coUegfe jniUeu. 

• Sometimes ?the community 'college gives up r on Ceding ■ the ch^ 

ence into something like'the continuation Qf high school. . . • >> - • V^r-^ .* . r 

, ,■" The way Social Sciehce 100 is taught dramatizes the break from high school: The Colltege Skills Program's 
way of 'handling this has evblved over the last four years to the simplest bf forniulas: "fiye questions and a stack 
of books." To be rhore accurate we might add: "five. questions; a stack of books, and a lot o£ support" The 
support systems-the faqt that, the reading teacher in a parallel course is directly aiding' with ttte reading and 
notetaking skills required by the social science course; that the writing teacher is simiiltaneousl^ developing the 
necessary writing skills; that the social science instructor provides though t-provoking fihriS/ "liands-KJji^foreign 
guests (Ghiiiese, Russians, and so on), and plentiful discussion sessions; and that a counselor is meeting; with 
students as a class every week to deial with problems as they come -upr-have from the first day been crucial to 

■ : the succeiss of the Burlington County College Skills Programs Viet; having jhe, simple centerpiece of "five ques- 
tions and a stack of bookshelves a truly collegiate, adult focus to it all. i * ^ 

: /^v v -7 ; The five questions \ve use are: v';|.;\y';' y; ; - '■■'<:■, ' ' - ; >L " '■/:■"". - ;V - 

^ : , V" 1. Spreading the American Way over the Rest off tt^e World: ^ > 

'■s/y : :y-.^:,.:i-. r ' are we^ii^perialists! or benefactors? v ■r^^^M^'y 

" " »■ • : ' ' - fc " • ■ -'■*■-■ ■ " - :t ' - ' " ' • ":' 

2. How to Deal with Severe Economic Problems: \ % , ^ 
^ v SOCIALIST R^VOI^UTION, CONSERVATIVE RECTIFICATION, OR' LIBEPAL REFORM? 

. ■ * * . ■ . ' . (Focus: 1910-40) s : >l " v ; . 




Ph^m in Communfty College Education, 



•> 3. Accommodation or Confrontation: • , ; 
WHAT POLICIES TOWARD EASCISM AND COKfiMUNISM? * 
.; ; : *M :,/: (Focus: l?35-60)i' : V • V ■ : ; ,', v..-:\f-:^'. 

v '^. i '4. "Liberation" ' 'V. "v'v r -r - t 

' WHAT WERE THE SIXTIES SEEKING? . 

(Focus: 1960-73) . 



«• »u V v 




v Y > .4 5. The Late Twentieth Century: 

_ \" "S " AMERICAN DECLINE OR AMERICAN REBIRTH? 

' ■. < v ' -^s : ■•• / '.. : J (Focus:> 1970t90) - « / x 

? v because they seemed ta be the five 

>nww : re^yyst^teid^^'^':; '*?;> / ± --^V?>v , v> #VV.; •i:- ; :;;\V"' <" • v , . •••.' : -> : y >,J ?- - : 
S r v^ the %facfcp& 

? /always centering on^ qhe : ^ 
presented 'as ase^di:inidiffe 
^^cot^'.f^fM:^. limitations^on purchase priced; Also/ if this is to be an introduction to century, V. 

Vit^yQuld be%Sbd to have one book that^jals wth the byer^ i 
Sthose^ctorsonto ;^5V"^v?^ 
<. -' °* A People's History of the United States, by Howard Zinn % , * 

• f (provocative, told ^s a story, strong on the twentieth » v i: 

:R^|i; ; 5t?.':; r; .V,r': : ;;'-v .-; . • J;-.; " : ^ ^ : >; ...v. ^ cehhiry, arid only $7.95) *:/■■;.;■ ; ;;\v- ; r:.^fp;; : 

/ ^ are reasonably inexpensive: ^ ^ ; • 'iV'/- 

• : : : :, :Joftn:R^:/ : ,Wtft^^to Revolution; by Xamara HoVey (1910-20) - - ' - ; :■ - fe 

- v Till Morning Comes, by Han Suyin (1940s arid 1950s) • ,'. 

* ? ; • Amerioin Cae^r/ by William Manchester (1940s .and 1950s); • \ *V. ' 

^: ?BeyondM^ lw speech), by Martin Luther King, Jr. . ' # • ■, ' - 

Hauser (1970s) •:.' ; ,V > . V- • • ' " ■•• ; >;'^^:^f;^ : ^ 

v These bbo^ wae chosen beca^ they all concern persons whose lives were intimately boiind^p wm the' 
issiies of their ftoye. Furthermore, most of them are about Americ^^ whbSe Bve out to oth^ countries, 

there^ showing how the 

cbtuitries are inore accessible to the less-adyanced student when ititrodiiced ivitl^ the con^ 
person's relationship with them/ The longer books, (SUyin and Manchester) : are used witl\ a study guide: 
develojped by tKe instpicton «■>-•."■' ^V"" ' ; x -'v- v'Vv-<" ; i"'"' 

i ; t ^ In testing; e^erythirig is geared toward the essay. (Inour experience, when 

Flexiapa^ is i^p 
dents -are offered a coiribina^ 
^semester. Sometimes a different kind of test (like one paragraplv identifications) is substituted 
cannot se^^^to 

topass/ * *- . .1 • . h .Y .-/I ;V : :> - ; ' - ./'- v ' fe/i'J^iv-^ii , 

;ily h^ ^ 
^ed Social Sdence 

5 ished.ethnckentrism. ; l£-. v , ; - \_ * ^' ^ . v • ^.v~^_<. [ . * ^- ^;;~rrr 



